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for the original story printevd here, and for the film it always reminded me of the problem
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7)) — 03 2 DI DT T The Fallen Idol unlike The Thivd Man was not written for
the films.(j) EFDFLITHENT WS, 2zt "The Third Man was never to be read
but only to be seen. That is only one of many reasons why I prefer it.(i) twbha s
M% L ) HDEEBHDE#REFE > TE L FIARNRTH L, 7)) =3 D/IFHOB
E{bIcB L. "I was surprised when Carol Reed suggested that I should collaborate with

him on a film of The Basement Room because it seemed to me that the subject was
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unfilmable —— a murder committed by the most sympathetic character and an unhappy
ending which would certainly have imperilled the £250,000 that films nowadays cos,t..(j> b
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IR & )iz, Zo/hgintkisid TLet grown-up people keep to their world and he would
keep to his, safe in the smali garden between the plane trees. ‘In the lost childhood of
Judas Christ was betrayed’; you could almost see the small unformed face hardening into
the deep dilettante selfishness of age.(j) ThN. TAMICIZFRICTY ThbnziEty 75
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Chapter 1

When the front door had shut them out and the butler Baines had turned back into the
dark heavy hall, Philip began to live.(m
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Philip Lane went downstairs and pushed at the baize door ; he looked into the pantry,
but Baines was not there ; then he set foot for the first time on the stairs to the basement.
Again he had the sense: this is life.m)

FEO TWTE) FHRTEC, HrEINTHROTALBHRTHY) . £0IThL TZhr A
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Something broke downstairs, and Philip sadly mounted the stairs to the nursery. He
pitied Baines; it occurred to him how happily they could live together in the empty house
if Mrs Baines were called away. He didn’t want to play with his Meccano sets; he
wouldn’t take out his train or his soldiers; he sat at the table with his chin on his hands :
this is life.(ls)
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Again he felt responsibility. Baines had looked forward to this, and Baines was
disappointed : everything was being spoilt. The sensation of disappointment was one
which Philip could share; knowing nothing of love or jealousy or passion he could
understand better than anyone this grief, something hoped for not happenirig, something

4
promised not fulfilled, something exciting turning dull.
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‘Why shouldn’t I go for a walk ?” But he weakened; he was scared and ashamed of

being scared. This was life; a strange passion he couldn’t understand moving in the
basement room. He saw a small pile of broken glass swept into a corner by a waste-paper
basket. He looked to Baines for help and only intercepted hate; the sad hopeless hate

(15)
of something behind bars.
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So he wouldn’t go upstairs to get his cap but walked straight out across the shining hall
into the street, and again, as he looked this way and that way, it was life he was in the
middle of.ﬂe)
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Chapter 2

Philip was inquisitive and he did not understand and he wanted to know. He went and
stood in the door way to see better; he was less sheltered than he had ever been; other
people’s lives for the first time touched and pressed and moulded. He would never escape
that scene. In a week he had forgotten it; but it conditioned his career, the long

(17)
austerity of his life; when he was dying he said: ‘Who is she ?’
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He got up and paid the bill and out they went into the street. Baines said, ‘I don’t
ask you to say what isn’t true. But you needn’t mention to Mrs. Baines you met us here.’
‘Of course not,” Philip said, catching something of Sir Hubert Reed’s manner, ‘I
understand, Baines.’” But he didn’t understand a thing; he was caught up in the other

(18)
people’s darkness.
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On the nursery table he found his supper laid out : a glass of milk and a piece of bread
and butter, a sweet biscuit, and a little cold Queen’s pudding without the meringue. He
had no appetite; he strained his ears for Mrs. Baines’s coming, for the sound of voices,

(19)
but the basement held its secrets; the green baize door shut off that world.
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‘Of course you wouldn’t. I just wanted to make sure.” She patted his shoulder and
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her fingers flashed to his lapel; she picked off a tiny crumb of pink sugar. ‘Oh, Master
Philip,” she said, ‘that’s why you haven’t any appetite. You’'ve been buying sweet cakes.
That’s not what your pocket mohey’s for.

‘But I didn’t.” Philip said. ‘1 didn’t.

She tasted the sugar with the tip of her tongue.

‘Don’t tell lies to me, Master Philip. I won’t stand for it any more than your father
would.’

‘I didn’t,’ Philip said. ‘They gave it me. I mean Baines,” but she had pounced on the
word ‘they’. She had got what she wanted; there was no doubt about that, even when

(20)
you didn’t know what it was she wanted.
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‘Why shouldn’t she ?” he said, the responsibility for Baines weighing on his spirit, the
idea that he had got to keep her secret when he hadn’t kept Baines’s making him miserable

(21)
with the unfairness of life.
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MBERFEE SN T 2O, CRICERT 5. A > XS 2 BEREIWO L2 EE L 72,
RA VY AOMBERFN L -2 b b T ELIZRKRADMEL LFLLTIEL L LW
BEIEE) LR ANEDRAFI LA, |

He turned his back on her; he wouldn’t promise, but he wouldn’t tell. He would
have nothing to do with their secrets, the responsibilities they were determined to lay on
him. He was only anxious to forget. He had received already a larger dose of life than

(22)
he had bargained for, and he was scared.
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Chapter 3

“There’s a letter for you, Baines.’
‘Emmy, Baines said, ‘it’s from her.” But he wouldn’t open it. ‘You bet she’s coming
back.

‘We’ll have supper, anyway,” Emmy said. ‘She can’t harm that.’
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‘You don’t know her,” Baines said. ‘Nothing’s safe. Damn it,” he said, ‘I was a man
(23)
once,” and he opened the letter.
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‘Can I start”” Philip asked, but Baines didn’t hear; he presented in his stillness and
attention an example of the importance grown-up people attached to the written word :
you had to write your thanks, not wait and speak them, as if letters couldn’t lie. But
Philip knew better than that, sprawling his thanks across a page to Aunt Alice who had
given him a doll he was too old for. Letters could lie all right, but they made the lie
permanent : they lay as evidence against you; they made you meaner than the spoken

(24)
word.
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He just had time to sigh faintly with satisfaction, because this too perhaps had been
life, before he slept and the inevitable terrors of sleep came round him: a man with a
tricolour hat beat at the door on His Majesty’s service, a bleeding head lay on the kitchen
table in a basket, and the Siberian wolves crept closer. He was bound hand and foot and
couldn’t move; they leapt around him breathing heavily; he opened his eyes and saw
Mrs. Baines was there, her grey untidy hair in threads over his face, her black hat askew.
A loose hairpin fell on the pillow and one musty thread brushed his mouth. ‘Where are
they ? she whispered. ‘Where are theyg?)
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Chapter 4

‘She’s here,” Mrs. Baines said, ‘you can’t deny she’s here.” Her face was simultaneous-

ly marked with cruelty and misery; she wanted to ‘do things’ to people, but she suffered
(27)
all the time.
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She whispered, coming closer to him. ‘Such deceit. TI’ll tell your father. I'll settle
with you myself when I've found them. You'll smart; I’ll see yousmart.” Then immedi-
ately she was still, listening. A board had creaked on the floor below, and a moment
later, while she stooped listening above his bed, there came the whispers of two people
who were happy and sleepy together after a long day. The night light stood beside the
mirror and Mrs. Baines could see bitterly here her own reflection, misery and cruelty
wavering in the glass, age and dust and nothing to hope for.(zs)
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She went out of the door on tiptoe, feeling her way across the landing, going so softly
down the stairs that no one behind a shut door could hear her. Then there was complete
silence again; Philip could move; he raised his knees; he sat up inbed; he wanted to
die. It wasn’t fair, the walls were down again between his world and theirs; but this
time it was something worse than merriment that the grown people made him share; a
passion moved in the house he recognized but could not understand.(zg)
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It wasn’t fair, but he owed Baines everything : the Zoo, the ginger pop, the bus ride

" home. Even the supper called on his loyalty. But he was frightened; he was touching
something he touched in dreams: the bleeding head, the wolves, the knock, knock,
knock. Life fell on him with savagery: you couldn’t blame him if he never faced it again

L (30)
In sixty years.
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Age and dust and nothing to hope for were her handicaps. She went over the banisters
in a flurry of black clothes and fell into the hall ; she lay before the front door like a sack
of coals which should have gone down the area into the basement. Philip saw; Emmy
saw ; she sat down suddenly in the doorway of the best spare bedroom with her eyes open

(31)
as if she were too tired to stand any longer. Baines went slowly down into the hall.
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It wasn’t hard for Philip to escape; they’d forgotten him completely; he went down
the back, the servants’ stairs, because Mrs. Baines was in the hall; he didn’t understand
what she was doing lying there; like the startling pict.ures in a book no one had read to
him, the things he didn’t understand terrified him. The whole house had been turned over
to the grown-up world; he wasn’t safe in the night-nursery ; their passions had flooded
it. The only thing he could do was to get away, by the back stairs, and up thfough the
area, and never come back. You didn’t think of thg cold, of the need of food and sleep ;

(32)
- for an hour it would seem quite possible to escape from people for ever.
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He sidled past a constable who was directing traffic, but he was too busy to pay him
any attention. Philip sat down against a wall and cried.
It hadn’t occurred to him that was the easiest way, that all you had to do was to

(33)
surrender, to show you were beaten and accept kindness...
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Chapter 5

‘He seemed scared about something.’

‘Dreams,” the sergeant said.

‘What name ?’

‘Baines.’

“This Mr. Baines,” the constable said to Philip, ‘you like him, eh?” They were trying
to get something out of him; he was suspicious of the whole roomful of them ; he said
‘yes’ without conviction because he was afraid at any moment of more responsibilities,

(34)
more secrets.
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The light was on in the basement, and to his relief the constable made for the area
steps. Perhaps he wouldn’t have to see Mrs. Baines at all. The constable knocked on the
door because it was too dark to see the bell and Baines answered. He stood there in the
doorway of the neat bright basement room and you could see the sad complacent plausible
sentence he had prepared wither at the sight of Philip; he hadn’t expected Philip to return
like that in the policeman’s company.(gs)
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Philip could tell that there was a message he was trying to convey, but he shut his
mind to it. He loved Baines, but Baines had involved him in secrets, in fears he didn’t
understand. The glowing morning thought ‘This is life’ had become under Baines’s tuition
the repugnant memory, ‘That was life’; the musty hair across the mouth, the breathless
cruel tortured inquiry ‘Where are they ”” The heap of black cotton tipped into the hall.
That was what happened when you loved: you got involved; and Philip extricated

(36)
himself from life, from love, from Baines with a merciless egotism.

NRAVZZFELTWDEDIZ, ZOWEDFRAIZEPGDLLEVEBHORICSIE T NAALZDTH
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F%W)igi'ﬂt #5112 T, TThere are old people who, as the tractors wheel away, implore to be
taken, but you can’t risk the rearguard for their sake_ . a whole prolonged retreat from
life, from care, from human relationship is involved.{jl) WV,

“The doctor’s here,” Baines said. He nodded at the door, moistened his mouth, kept
his eyes on Philip, begging for something like a dog you can’t understand. ‘There’s
nothing to be done. She slipped on those stone basement stairs. I was in here. I heard
her fall” He wouldn’t look at the constable’s spidery writing which got a terrible lot on
one page.

‘Did the boy see anything ?’

3%
‘He can’t have done. I thought he was in bed.’
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‘N b,’ Philip said, ‘no. I won’t go. You can’t make me go. I'll fight. I won’t see her.’
The constable turned on them quickly. ‘What’s that? Why won’t you go ?’
‘She’s in the hall,” Philip said. ‘I know she’s in the hall. She’s dead. I won’t see her.
‘You moved her then? the constable said to Baines. ‘All the way down here?
You've been lying, eh? That means you had to tidy up; ...Were you aloﬁe(?gg)
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‘Emmy,” Philip said, ‘Emmy.” He wasn’t going to keep any more secrets: he was
going to finish once and for all with everything, with Baines and Mrs. Baines and the
grown-up life beyond him; it wasn’t his business and never, never again, he decided,
would he share their confidences and companionship. ‘It was all Emmy’s fault, he
protested with a quaver which reminded Baines that after all he was only a child; it had
been hopeless to expect help there; he was a child; he didn’t understand what it all
meant ; he couldn’t read this shorthand of terror(?O)
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1950 EREI D L BIHRTH - T, AlE. FEIECZ & 2h R WERTH) . 4054
LRI LB LTI DD RIS CHEORT o 2. b B S
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) —FIZZDBREDEELEZ 5D ThHb,

ZNZDWT 7 ) —>ix "However we went ahead, and in the conferences that ensured
the story was quietly changed, so that the subject no longer concerned a small boy who
unwittingly betrayed his best friend to the police, but dealt instead with a small boy who
believed that his friend was a murderer and nearly procured his arrest by telling lies in his
defence. 1 think this, especially with Reed’s handling, was a good subject, but the reader

(55)
must not be surprised by not finding it the subject of the original story; & #E~NTw5%, Z

DZERBIEEEHEVTHRL TRLDZh 6, BhEnTWRIEEzWwE Ry, IE=nF,T
3 TThe reader will notice many differences between the story and the film, and he should
not imagine these changes were forced on an unwilling author : as likely as not they were
suggested by the author.(ie) EhD, FEOEEL VOB TEELZ L ICHL CHENE R
—HL72LDTH) ., MEENIZ VR LW L ERL TV, "DFEN—FDOBK 2 EY
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I DOWTI7Y)—>i3 "TWhy was the scene changed to an Embassy ? This was Reed’s
idea since we both felt that the large Belgravia house was already in these post-war years
a period piece, and we did not want to ma};_e an historical filfn. I fought the solution for
a while and then wholeheartedly concurredj EHb, ZTOEBIIFKE (BHE) OMHEiC
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Z 22Tt "The snake was mine (I have always liked snakes), and for a short while
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ML 7815 BLv TTE=0n8; ofifEk. 7Y —> 13 TOf one thing about both these
films I have complete certainty, that their success is due to Carol Reed, the only director
I know with that particular warmth of human sympathy, the extraordinary feeling for the
right face for the right part, the exactitude of cutting, and not least important the power
of sympathizing with an author’s worries and an ability to guide hlm(i &L U —FicEKik
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